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Reagan Praises Action 
On Social Security Bill 


WASHINGTON, March U - Presi- 
dent Reagan commended Congress 
today for its swift action on legislation 
to snore up Social Security and said he 
hoped to sign a bill before April 3. 

“Members of Congress have been 
working very responsibly in the past 
few weeks to reach agreement on a 
major Sodal Security bill,’' the Presi- 
dent said at his White House news con- 
ference, “and I’m hopeful that I’ll have 
a bill on my desk before Easter.’’ 

Mr. Reagan's remarks came after 
the Senate Finance Committee, 'work- 
ing late to hasted action on Social Se- 
curity, approved its version of the t 
Thursday night. , ' 

The Senate bill follows the broad out- 1 
line of the $165.3 billion plan approved 




tives and is expected to be _ 

week, perhaps as early as Tuesday. 
Senate leaders believe the legislation 
will almost certainly be approved. 

Departs Fromjfouse Plan 
The Senate bill, approved by a vote of 
18 to 1, departs from the House plan to 
address perhaps the most controversial 
element of the Social Security Issue, the 
trust fund’s long-range financial health. 

The House voted to raise the retire- 
ment age gradually, permitting it to 
reach 06 in the year 2W9 and 67 in the 
year 2027. The Senate version, approved 
by a vote of 13 to 4, would raise the re- 


By DAVID SHRIBMAN 

Special to Tin New York Ttae* 

| reserves to* a dangerously low level and 
if Social Security had exausted its op- 
tions to borrow from other tfust funds. 

. <IThe Senate committee approved a 
measure that would not penalize 
spouses who left the work force to care 
for children. Under current law, a 
worker's five years of lowest income 
she removed from the formula that 
determines Social Security benefits, 
wfth the effect of increasing those bene- 
fits. This plan would increase the 
’dropout,” as it is called, by two years 
for those who leave the work force to 
care for children under the age of 8. 

9The panel voted to gradually elimi- 
nate, beginning in 1990, provisions that 
discourage older peopfe from working 
by penalizing their Social Security 
benefits. Social Security benefits are 
now reduced by $1 for every $2 of in- 
come earned abovb $6,600 a year by So- 
cial Security beneficiaries under the 
age of 70. 

OThe Senate plan offers the self-em- 
ployed considerably higher credits 
against self-employment taxes than 
does the House bill. The credits that 
both versions provide would decrease 
over time, but the Senate bill begins 
With a 2.9 percent credit rather than the 
2.1 percent credit in the House version. 


tirement age to 66 years over a 15-year 
period in the next century ' '* ' 


f , 4 century add would cut 

initial benefits in the next Century by 
about 5 percent. ' 

The 0enate bill also includes the com- 
bination of benefit cuts and tak in- 
creases that were at the heart of the 
recommendations made in January by 
the National Commission for Social Se- 
curity Reform. The plan, for the first 
time, would also make old-age benefits 
of highef-income retirees subject to 
Federal income tax and force new Fed- 
eral employees to join the Social Se- 
curity System. * 

the Senate panel, however, made a 
number of important technical adjust- 
ments that, if passed, would have to be 
negotiated by a House-Senate confer- 
ence committee. Among the adjust- 
ments were these: i, « 


gBotfi plans call for a six-month, 
delay in cost-of-living benefit increases 
for retired people, but the Senate ver- 
sion provided for further cuts in cost-of- 
living benefit increases. These cuts, 
which would be aimed first at those 
whose benefits exceeded $250 a month, 

: would occur only if a severe economic 
downturn after 1985 brought trust fund 


• jBrennan Weds Secretary - 

WASHINGTON, March II <AP) - 
Associate Justice William J. Brennan of 
• the Supreme Court, whose wife of 54 
years died of cancer three months ago, 1 
has married Mary Fowler, his longtime 
Secretary. Justice Brennan, who 16 76 1 
years old, is the Court’s senior member. 
He told Ids fellow Justices of his mar- 
riage Thursday. I 


Taxation Formula Changed 
The final major departure would ad- 
just the formula that determines 
whether a retired person’s Social Se- 
curity benefits would be subject to taxa- 
tion. Under the provision adopted by the 
House; a portion of benefits would be in- 
cluded in taxable income for those 
whose adjusted gross income, aside 
'from Social Security, exceeded $25,000 
for individuals and $32,000 for couples 
filing joint returns. 

The Senate provision would include 
tax-exempt income in the formula to 
determine whether benefits would be 
subject to taxation. But it would not 
subject those tax-free earnings to taxes. 

Some members of Congress maintain 
that the taxation of benefits amounts to 


double taxation. Bpt proponents of the 
plan argue that most retired 


people re- 
ceive far more Social Security benefits 
than they contributed to the trust funds.- 
“Most people get what they put in after 
wo or three years,” said a Congres- 
sional aide. “The rest is a windfall. The 
tax isn’t on the contribution, but on the 
windfall.” * 

If the provision is enacted, about 7 
percent of the Social Security benefici- 
aries would be affected in 1984, accord- 
ing to Congressional estimates. That 
percentage would rise in future years. 

The committee turned aside a pro- 
posal by Senator Bill Bradley, Demo- 


| crat of New Jersey, to put off the taxa- 
benefits until a retired per- 
ibutlon. 


tion of these benefits until a retired 
son had received back his coritril 
'plus interest. 

! “We’re trying to put together a plan 
that will put this program in solid 
shape,” said Senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, Democrat of New York. 
Then, referring to the Bradley pro- 
posal, he added, "As much as I think 
this will be a pleasant thing to do, I also 
think it is a dangerous thing to do.” 



President Reagan at his news briefing yesterday at the White House. He discussed the dispute surrounding the Environmental Protection Agency. 


Reagan MountsCounterattack on Environmentalists in E RA. Fight 


Continued From Page 1 


tion and its policies were the target.’’ 

The President smiled broadly as he 
strode into the briefing room, and he 
clearly had an appetite for environment 
tal questions-, sounding more combative 
than defensive in defending the Admits 
istration’s record; _ 


On other subjects, Mr. Reagan vowed 
to veto the pending recession relief bill 
if the banking industry succeeded in 
winning an amendment! to repeal the 
new law withholding taxes on interest 
and dividend payments. He also ap- 
pealed again for $110 million In military 
aid for El Salvador, saying a “political 
solution” was his ultimate goal there- 

After Mr. Reagan attacked those who 
had criticized Mrs. Burford, he was re- 
minded by a questioner that Mrs. Bur- 
ford’s strongest critics lately ihcluded 
ranking members of his own staff. The 
President offered a cross lock and said. 
“I still would like to find them out and 
identify them. ‘ r 

‘They’re probably the same people 
who said that about everyone elsq who 
was attacked in some way in our Ad- 
ministration, all of whom were cleared 
completely," Mr. Reagan contipued. 

He thus quarreled with several days 
pf estimates offered freely but anony- 


inbusly by some of his own senior staff 
members as authoritative predictions 
that Mrs. Burford, while publicly de- 
fended by the President, would have to 
be forced from office to relieve political 


Mrs. Burford resigned Wednesday 
night, with at least some Presidential 
aides still anonymously saying the 
White House had brought about her 1 
departure for the good of the President. 

Asked after the briefing today for an I 
explanation of these differences be- 
tween the President and his staff, the 


Speakes, said such “leaks," self-serv- 
ing information offered to select report- 
ers, happened in every Administration. 


First Comment on Allegations 
In defending Mrs. Burford, the Presi- 
dent commented for the first time on al- 
legations that as Administrator she was/ 
once overheard saying she had withheld 
cleanup money for a dump for toxic 
wastes in California last year to keep 
from aiding the Senate campaign of Ed- 
mund G. Brown Jr., who was then Gov- 
ernor. The allegation was forwarded by 
the White House to the Justice Depart- 


heard _ . . . 

sion interview last night that she had 
made such a remark, out he, indicated 
he accepted it as uttered in innocence. 

“She said that possibly she made 


e remark to that effect, but it had 


nothing to do with the decision that was 
made,” the President said. “It was a 


decision that was made on entirely dif- 
ferent and practical grounds, and she 
also pointed out that with the election 
over she still, due to those other rea- 
sons, still has not made the decision on 
that particular site in California.” 

The President was asked whether he 
was aware of opinion polls, some taken 
by Republican pollsters, showing the 
public had come to perceive his policies 
as “more favorable to the polluters 
than to the public.” ■ 

Environmental Extremism 


“That’s all they’ve heard, but no one 
has given any evidence that that is 
tree, Mr. Reagan responded spirited- 
ly. "I’d like to call your attention to the 
fact that in eight years as Governor, 
California not only fed every state in the 
union, we led the Federal Government 
to environmental protection. We were 
the forerunners of the whole movement. 
And how this idea has come, I some- 
times suspect that the lobbyists for the 
environmental interests feel they have 
to keep their constituents stirred up or 
they might not have jobs any more.” 

He was then asked about his past 
statements about “environmental ex- 
tremism." 

“There is environmental extrem- 
ism," he replied. "I don’t think they’ll 
be happy until the White House looks 


like a bird’s nest.” | 

Various public interest environmen- f 
tal groups later complained about the ; 
President’s criticism, saying it did not - 
deal directly with allegations that offl- 
cials of the environmental agency had , 
slowed the enforcement process, fa- 
vored corporate polluters, made politi- , , 
cally partisan decisions, destroyed vital . | 
records and committed perjury in deal- i 
ing with Congressional investigators. „ , 

The National Audubon Society rebut- L 
ted the President with his own meta- “ 
phor, contending, “Blame is Timing ! - 
home to roost in the White House, where \ 
it belongs.” 

The President declared at the new. 
conference, “We, this Administration, 
can be very proud of our record. And, 
believe me, it tops what we found when; 
weeamehere.” ‘ 

Even as Presidential aides privately 
said Mrs. Burford’s departure would 
help the President, Mr. Reagan pub- 
licly disputed this. 

.‘.‘When I know and have faith in the 
individual,” he said, “I am not going to 
yield to the first attack and run for 
cover and throw somebody off the 
sleigh.” 

Praising Mrs. Burford, the President 
said she was “far more concerned with 
th§ national welfare and is a far bigger ; 
person than those people who have been 
sniping at her and who have been going 
public with unfounded allegations. ” 


Transcript of President’s News Conference on Foreign and Domestic Matters 


► Following is a transcript of President Reagan’s news conference in W 
J ; ington yesterday, as recorded by The New York Times: 


M — • 


OPENING STATEMENT 


Members of Congress have been 
working very responsibly in the past 
few weeks to reach agreement on a . 
major Sodal Security bill, and I’m 
f hopeful that 1’U have a bill on my desk 
before Easter., 

A bipartisan coalition is also work- 


ingverghardto produce a responsible 


, II that will help to put Ameri- 

cans back to work. 

I strongly support those efforts, but 
I’m deeply disturbed by the possibility 
.that the jobs bill will suddenly become 
a Christmas tree for special interest 
legislation. We must firmly oppose 
that effort. 

In the meantime,, there are many 
Other area$ where we must also 
achieve bipartisanship, on issues 
ranging from the budget to providing 
critical assistance for Central Amer- 
ica and the Caribbean. 


’ And today Fmsending to "the Con- 
gress legislation that Is very special to 
me and certainly deserves strong bi- 
partisan support in the Congress, This 
Is a measure to address the problems 
of the hard-core unemployed. 

I know that Congress faces a long 
and imposing agenda this year, but we 
should take heart that America is fi- 
nally climbing out of one of our most 
difficult recessions. Because we 
worked so hard over the past two 
years to lay a foundation for economic 
recovery, we are definitely bn the 
mend. 

Now, in order to assure a lasting 
recovery and a lasting peace, we owe 
it to the American people to make 1983 
another year of great accomplish- 
ment In the Congress. 

And I’ll bet that you have a few 
questions. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Status of Job Bill 


Q. Mr. President, cm the jobs bill, on 
the threat of adding Christmas trees 


to it, the banking industry i^tryiiig to 
-- tempt them- 


put in a provision to exemp 

selves from that withholding tax, and 
your Administration has also accused 
the banking industry of having inter- 
est rates that are too high. What’s 


threatening the economic recovery? 

A. All I cap say is that this Intensive 
lobbying they’ve done has led to a 
;reat distortion of the situation. Now, 


great distortion of the situation. No 
they’ve led many people to believe, 

• to ignore the fact of how many mil- 
lions of people would be exempt from 
any withholding: that this wpuld not 
—as a matter of iact, virtually all sen- ! 
lor citizens would be exempt. And I j 
think that the banking industry would 5 
do a lot better to spend its time think- 
' g about lowering interest rates than 


tisanship but you seem to be $ long 
way from any kind of bipartisan 
agreement, when it comes to the ques- 
tion of aid for Central America. The 
Speaker called your version of the 
situation down there greatly over- 
blown: Democrat Mr. Tsongas talked 
about blackmail and the idea that you 
had to get the money or there’d have 
to be more pdvisers down there; What 
about that and what about the idea 
that we could just keep on sending 
money down there as the other side es- 
calated until we Jiad ourselves another 
situation where we were in too deep to 
get out? 

A. Well, you know with regard to the 
Speaker, us Irish are given to oratory* 
sometimes flamboyant. No, 1 think if 


And I think that it is ait obligation 
here to try and hefp as we have. Now, 
our economic help to that country has 
been two to one over military help. 
And the military help has been limited 
to spare parts and supplies, and so 
forth, and individual trainers. f 
We have had a couple of ail battal- 
ions come to our country and trained 
and they are the best of the military 
down there now. There’s a great need 
for training. 

There’s no blackmail pf any kind in- 
tended, but I would likp to call atten- 
tion also that in our international aid, 
in many other trouble spots in the 
world, it does seem peculiar that this 
is the only one where they seem to be - 
raising objections. And yet here is one 
that is a threat to the Western hemi- 
sphere, to our own security in fact,? 

Q. I’d like to just followup, si|. peo- 
ple are asking, where does it end? | 

A. Where it ends with is the recogni- 
tion that the people of El Salvador, 
given a chance at the ballot box, have 
made it plain that they want order and 
peace and democracy. And thif gov- 
ernment, there, is making every ef- 
fort to persuade the guerrillas, to offer 
amnesty, to persuade them to come in 
and participate to the democratic pro- 
cess and not try to shoot their way into 
a ruling position in government . . 

And where I think it ends is with a 
political and an economic solution. 
lomfcal- 


We’re trying to help them econom. 

ly. The economy is being destroyed by 


tire guerrillas. Every fimq^wa re|d a 


little note about a power failure be- 
cause they bombed some power giant 
or facility, every time they qo away 
with bridges and highways and trans- 
portation and so forth in their guer- 
rilla attacks, these leave people 
unemployed and industry stopped, 
and so forth. v , - 

And there has to be an end to that 
and a political solution to thi$ prob- 
lem. And that’s what we’re aiming at. 


television make that statement about 
the site. Apd she said that possibly she 
made some remark to that effect. But 
it had nothing to do with the decision 
that was made. The decision was 
made op entirely different and practi- 
cal grounds. 

And she also pointed out that with 
the election over, she still,, due to those 
other reasons, still has not made the 
decision on that particular site in Cali- 
fornia; 

Now, I’m glad that you brought that 
subject up because I think that what 
she did in resigning, I did regret very 
much and I never would’ve asked for 
her resignation. She was doing a job 
and we, this Administration, can be 
very proud of our record in environ- 
mental protection. 

And believe me, it tops what we 
found when we came here. And the 
fact that she was able to do it with a 
reduced budget, well, I’ve asked 
everyone in our Government to do 
things with a reduced budget and with 
fewer employees, if possible. 

That was what we came in here to 
do: to make government more effi- 
cient ; to eliminate waste and extrava- 
gance. 

And she has revealed that she is far 
more concerned with the national wel- 
fare, and is a far bigger person than 
those people who have been sniping at 
her and who’ve been going public with 
unfounded allegations, accusations 
and charges. 

And she, from the very first, was 
willing to make every document avail- 
able to them. It was myself, based on 
what I believe is — well. I’ve always 
described this as you aren’t Presi- 


Q. Mr. President, much of the snip- 
ing, though, came from inside the 
White House — from your staff, other 

n le outside who were orchestrated 
> it. Governor Kean out of New 
Jersey was not discouraged from 
coming down here and asking her to 
resign. How do you react to that? f 
mean, you didn’t put a stop tothat. 

A. No. I don’t know of anything of 
that kind. There may have, I know 
that you were all citing these un- 
named White House sources that 
thought that she would resign, and I 
will admit there must be people — I 
still would like to find them out and 
identify them — there must’ve been 
people, or they have, they’re probably 
the same people that said that about 
everyone else who was- attacked in 
some way in our Administration, all of 
whom have been cleared completely. 
And yet the same charges were made. . 
Oh, it might be a political embarrass- 
ment. 


El Salvador Commitment 


Well, I’m not that easily politically 
embarrassed. When I know and have 
faith in the individual, I am not going 
to yield to the first attack and run for 
cover and throw somebody off the 
sleigh. 


Environmental Policies 


dent, you are temporarily custodian of 
an institution: tne Presidency. And 


lobbying the way they are with regard 
to this legislation. Helen. 

Q. Mr. President, would you veto 


any legislation where a taxing-type 
•- ^ t0 the jobs 


amendment is attached, 
bill, for example? 

A. You know, Helen, I’ve always 
said that I resist saying in advance 
whether I wilLveto or not, There’re al- 


ways exceptions to rules, and this is 
an exception. Yes, I would veto such 
legislation. 


Aid to El Salvador 


Q. Mr: President, you talk of bipar- 


. _ government that has been 

democratically elected in a country 
1 that has had a history, back over the 
, decades, of military rule and no 
democracy. 

It is a government that has em- 
• barked on a land reform program; 
that has moved up an election for the 
president — to have it this year in- 
stead of next year ; that had in the last 
election a greater turnout than this 
Country’s evpr been able to muster, In 
spite of the fact that the voters were 
threatened with death by the guerril- 
las if they attempted to vote. 

They are Improving their justice 
system, with regard to arresting peo- 
ple! that are continuing 1410 violence 
: tjiajt once was a pattern j 1. that coun- 
try.' ... A 


Resignation at E,P,A« 


Q. Mr. President, you said that 
Anne Burford did nothing wrong, that 
she can leave E.P.A. with her head 
held high, but there are allegations 
that she talked about, admitted, hold- 
ing up the cleanup of one dump site be- 
cause it might help California Gov, 
Jerry Brown. There are also allega- 
tions that one of her top aides, James 
Sanderson, was involved ill E.P.A. 
decisions involving his legal clients. 
When you say she did nothing wrong 
while the Investigation of those 
Charges is still outstanding, aren’t you 
in effect saying that those processes 
are all right with you? , ' 

A. No, I’m not saying ‘Anything of 
the kind. And I heard her last niggt on 


you don’t have any right to do away 
with any of the prerogatives of that in- 
' stitution. And one of those is executive 
. privilege. And this is what was being 
: attacked by the Congress. . v 

And, at the same time, we were will- 
ing to make available almost 800, 000- 
documents to them, and more re- 
cently to give them access, in a kind of 
controlled way, to protect because of 
possible litigation those that were con- 
fidential and sensitive. 

But she was willing to give them all, 
which shows, in my book, she had 
nothing to hide. But I don’t think that 
the people who were attacking her 
were concerned about the environ- 
ment. I don’t think they were con- 
cerned about any possible wrongdo- 

"is a matter of fact, I think this Ad- 
ministration and its policies were 
their target. And frankly, I’d wonder 
how they manage to look r them- 
selves in the mirror in the morning. 


Q. Mr. President, the Republican 
polls now show that your policies are 
perceived by the public — your envi- 
ronmental policies — as being more 
favorable to polluters thah to the pub- 
lic. What are you doing to change any 
of your environmental policies now 
that Mrs. Burford has gone? 

A..ThaVs all they’ve heard, but no 
one has given any evidence that that is 
true. I’d like to call your attention to 
the fact thjit in eight years as pover- 
nor, California not only led every state 
in the union, we led the Federal Gov- 
eminent in environmental protection. 
We were the forerunners of the whole 
movement. And haw this idea has 
come, I sometimes suspect that the 
lobbyists for the environmental inter- ' 
ests feel that they have to keep their 
constituents stirred up or they might 
not have jobs anymore. 

Q. Well, do you think the slowness in 
getting the Superfund into action on ar 
number of sites has contributed to 
that perception and the' fact that 
you've been quoted in the past as talk- 
ing about environmental extremism? 

A. Well, there is environmental ex- 
tremism. I don’t think they’ll be 
happy until the White House looks like 
a bird’s nest. . 

Q. Thank you, Mr, President. 

, A. May .1, Helen, once, may I di- 
gress. There was a young lady here 
who I missed over. - 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Back 
to El Salvador for a minute. The civil 
war there has been going on for three 
years- With the aid that you’re now 
' proposing, do you feel that you have 
any idea when the Conflict will stop, 
when it will be under control? Or is the' 
United States prepared to make an 
open-ended commitment? 

A. I can’t give you a date when a 
thing of this kind will end. Every ef- 
fort is being made, as I say, to per- 
suade them to come in and join in a 
peaceful solution to the problems. 

This is also a regional problem and 
the other countries, their neighbors, 
Costa Rica, Honduras, Guatemala, , 
Panama, others, are holding meetings 
to see what they regionally can do I -• 
about this. Now, we’re not participat- 
ing in those. We will be an interested 
observer. We certainly entourage 
that kind of thing. 

But, these are other countries that v 
have adopted democracy. Costa Rica, 

I don’t know of any country, they don’t 
even have an army. They are the most 
democratic country that you could 
imagine. Honduras has ended a long 
tradition of military rule and has a 
democratic form of government. 

And they all want to help because 
they recognize that this is an outside 
threat, really, to the security of the. 
Western Hemisphere. And I hope that 
it’ll be a short time. I hope that these . 
appeals and offers of amnesty will 1 
bring some of those people down from \ 
the hills. < 

But I also have to recognize — not 
be naive — that these people up there 
in the hills are not just discontented 
peasants who’ve managed toget their • 

hands on military weapons. These are ; 
trained and highly equipped military I 

forces. And trained and equipped and j 
backed by outsiders, by way, mainly, ‘ ; 
of Cuba, through Nicaragua. And I j 

think that we have to stay with this. 

And I don’t see why there is so much ; 
opposition to it. t 

we have no intention of sending 
combat forces, nor have we ever been 
asked for combat forees, And there’s 1 

no intention of us sending the adviser ' 
teams to be with combat units <5r any- • 
thing. We’re talking about simply giv- ! 
ing their military some pf the funda- 
mental training to enable them to do 
thejob. ^ . . n ■ 

Q. Mr. President, the Soviets. ... 

A. Helen said thank you. I’ve gotta. 


Q. Can’t you just tell us about the 
Soviets expelling the spy and was he 


don’t know anything further 
than any of you knew about that. x 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 
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